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view the m. I hought them im medi ately,"
T he tWO penthouses compris the en tire top floor of the building , at

almost 1 I ,OOOsqrt , and have been t ransfo rmed into a single apa rtment .
" I fclt that having th e privacy of an enti re floor justified the addi tio nal
expen se," he says. "I was artractcd to the c clusiv sea-fro nt location of
the penthouse, a 2,500sqft terrace with pano ram ic views of the skyline
and the mari na below."

Buying the prop erty shell and co re, meant that the raw concrete
structure was simply waiting to he mou lded. "It ..vas impor tant that the
apartment was not 'fitted out' by the bu ildin g's developer. I starte d with
a comp letely blan k canvas."

Unda unted by the task at ha nd, Phil ip spen t a month deciding how
he wante d to usc the spacc an d wh ich sryl s he in t ndcd to develop. T h
result was a floorp lan and storyboard fo r each or th e 24 spaces (hat
would exist in the apartmen t. \'\'ith arch itects and consult ants hired, six
mo nths later the design was comp lete and ready to be realised.

" I did n't set out to design an apart ment , I set out to design a lifestyle,"
Philip tells us. "My brief was to create a holiday home where 1 would
entertain my guests from around the wo rld , and which for th du ratio n
of their visit would replace normal everyday life with a world of luxury
and glamo ur associated with the city of D ubai . I cnvisag d a chic
residence tha t would be a mode rn day inrcrprctation of the glamo ur ~
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A FASHIONABLE LI FE

doublepenthouse on the shoresoj'the PalmJumeirali has
been transformed into a lUXU1~Y retreatthat combines clean
contelnp01'Cll: ~ style unth. exceptionally intelliqent detailinq
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hen Bazaar Interior s first set rom in this
particular pcn thous at the start of summer, on
the occas ion of a glamorous , atshy. themed
party. we followed the trail of partygoers
exploring the long cor ridors an d cxclusiv
spaces orwhat is most certa inly one of D uhai's

most uni que residences. O ur interest thoroughly piqued, we Set off in
search of the owne r, 43 -year-old Philip C harles Ga mcrt, a self-made
en trepreneur from the UK. Dressed in a sharp tuxedo, he cut a Ilgure
dashing enough to invite comparisons with the liter ary Ilgure himself.

Ph ilip started his business at just 23 years old , dcsigning and
manufacturi ng FJ.sh ion appa rel for wo men. He came to D ubai four years
ago , (0 s paratc himself from the day (0 day manag m nt ofhis busin ss
in Londo n. "I felt that I had achieved a great deal in my twenty-year
caree r so l stcppcd down as managing director and now atte nd just a few
baud meetings each year. I chose Duba i because it's a luxury lifestyle
destinat ion, and being midway between Asia and Europe it's a great
star ting po int for travelling the worl d."

So began the search for th e perfect pad , and it appeared his timi ng
cou ldn't have been better, "I had hired an agent to be on the lookout for
excep tional prop n ics. and wh n the tWO pen thouses cam on to rh
market following the property crash Jwas the first person givcn access to
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th ro ugh the open p lan layo ut, creat ing a sense of inhn itc sp ace a nd
harm ony. Usc is dicratcd by families of furniture: everywhere from th
kitc hen and billiard room to the entert ain ment lounge and wo rkstation.
T he spa by contras t is da rk, bol dly masculine with su m ptuous gold
accen ts. You fcel im mcd iar II' cocoo ned a nd separated from the ou tsid

world. "I \....as insp ired hy ancie nt Roman
bat hs an d the Tur kish ham ma m, " Ph ilip
explains. "Once I researched rh e spa
ritual, th e des ign ca me as a natu ral
response. T he vaulted ceiling is
const I'llctcd with Ita lian travert ine
col um ns , wi th a hea ted ham mam tab le
fo r WCt rr atrncnrs, plus a rain shower
with body sprays, hot and chilled water, a

two-person infinity bath and a stea m room inside a m irrored cube ."
There are three guest suites, all beautifully furnished, but the master

su ite revea ls th e most about its owner's taste. " It was an opport u n ity to
be extrdvagant a nd un co nventional," sal's Phi lip . "The bedroom is very
theatrical, very art nouveau, w ith beaut iful p ainted cglo rn isc mi rro rs and
black lacq uered panels with bo ne in lay, an d an upholste red cei ling. Mos t
impr ssiv is (he six-meter Hoor- ro-cci ling window facing the bed , filled
by a panoramic view of the skyline." ..
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of 1950's M o naco; spa cious k itsch- Free interiors inspired by th e sea and
mar ina, but fastidiously avoid ing co m m o n cliches such as srarfis h,
a nc hors and d riftwood; ins te ad usi ng soph ist icated, su btle materia ls, like
shagrecn wall panels and marine grade high-gloss teak, Most important ly
I wanted the design to bc en ti rely u niq ue, stylish and t imeless, and not
look like it had been 'desig ned' by an
in terio r designer."

Retain ing (Oral creative co nt rol over
the construction meant that P hilip could
man age every d ement , to create a space
that was entirely personal. "J was very
fortu nat e th at having dTectivdy reti red
from my business I had rh time and
energy (0 dedicate to the project."

\X/hat is exceptional a bo u t th is residence is th e attention to deta il;
from the colour schemes (0 the technology, \\:thitc Persian onyx was laid
as flo o ring across th e entire fo rmal a rea, its d ep th , cloud fo rmations and
crystalline patterns defin ing th e design of the living area. "All the woods,
metals and r.lbrics were chosen (0 complement it ," Philip says. "Down
to the ivory leather fu rni t ure, brass co nsole and polished p laster panels
in the dini ng room."

\X' hile every room has its own idcnriry, there isa design narrative flowing
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Do you have any beautiful holiday
homes you can t ell us about? The
nenthouse acart e 1t is my holiday

home and I' on a perma enl
vacation.

What do you love most about
Dubai? Blue skiesevery morni g,

s nshine all dayevery day. its
beautiful ouildi gs, a d its amoition.
What do you miss most about the
UK?I don't iss t e UK at all. D bai
offersme eve yt ing I want or need.

And what do you do to relax? To
kick back and just take iL easy I

might play some pool orwatch a
ovie,b t to eally relax - it's either

an hour in Lhe inf iLy hot Lib on the
terrace or an hour in the spa.

Do you like to t ravel, and if so
where? INhen I trave l for pleasu re I
like to leave the citiesbehind and

journey to remote and natural open
la1dscapes,liKe the virgin r intorest

in Borneo a d t e Sahara desert.

reveal, Th e cocktail party in question
was fi rst time that fricnds had seen
the hnished result, and it clearly had
an impact - the p nthousc, with irs
open plan spaces, state of the art
soundsystcrn, integrated bar and vast
terrace provid a spectacular setting
for celebration. "Entertaining is
cen tral to the lifestyle that the
pcnthous offers, both for staying
guesl~ and friends and acquaintan ces .
It's nice to surround oneself with
people whose company you really
enjoy, and it's wonderful to he able to
offer them an cl vatcd exp ricnc
when they visit. n

The Va.H terrace with its
magnificent view, did not cscap
Philip's keen eye for derail - and it
has since become one of his
favour ite places to relax. "I use rh
terrace many tim es througho ut the
day. First thing in the morning it's
paradise, 50 peaceful and still, and
at sunset it's magical . as the lights
of ] BR come on and the dar fades into night. So 1 almost always take
breakfast on the rcrracc, and su ndowncrs in the early evening.' Aside
from the barbcqucs with friends, Philip loves watching a movie under
the stars on his waterproof LED television that rises up our of the
decking. "\X/atching a movie with the backdrop of the 11 ight skyline is an
incredible experience!"

As for the lifestyle of the man who has bui lt one of the city's most
except ional reside nces, we wanted to know how he would describe it.
"I'm careful when it comes to negotiating for servicessuch as contracting
to build an apartment, and extravagant when it comes to personal Style
and travel, Last December I Aew to Antarctica and the outh Pole in a
twin ropeller DC3 - true adven ture. To describe my lifestyle - fr e. I
have the freedom to do exact ly what 1 want , when T want."

Signa tu re scent and
roomeccessones
blend tooctncr
in the w in
wardrobe

Accessed from the bed room by secret sliding doors is a ward robe that
most fashion conscious lad ies could only dream o( "1 wanted a walk in
closet unlike anything I had seen before. So I specified that there would
he no vertical pieces in the room - it would he ent irely cantilevered ,
which we achieved using beautiful mapa burl wood with custom made
brass hanging rods, bolted to gold-bro nze polished plaster walls.n

Th e Aoorof the closer is perhaps the most distinct ive. "1 once watc hed
a T V progrdm about how ships were put together, it V.~dS riveting," he
says, with a mo ment of dry British humour. "1 applied the same design
to the Aoor in the walk in closet but using solid brass sheets - the result
is phenomenal."

T hat th is is possibly one of the smartest home designs is not in
question. It feat ures an advanced intelligent system that controls all of
the electron ics, lighti ng, en tertainment, air-conditioning, security ...
the list goes on. Each one of the systems is prog rammed to anticipate
the needs of the person occupying the room, what temperamre they
Iike or how loud th ey en joy their music. T here isalso video conferencing
between roo ms via wireless con trol tablets, indispcnsible in such a
large apanmelH.

After considerable effolt (0 achieve his vision, it was time for the big
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